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Newsletter Friday 10th May 2019  
Thankfulness 
In the last holidays I travelled to Nepal with a few other teachers from 
Sydney and Canberra. The main purpose of our visit was to work in 
a school in a city called Pokhara, and lead some training sessions 
with the teachers there. This was a stimulating, eye opening and 
rewarding experience. 
 
One thing that struck me is how blessed we are in this country. Many 
of the things we take for granted are luxuries in many other parts of 
the world that many people don’t have access to or cannot afford. I 
am thankful to God for what he has given me. 
 
At Pacific Brook over the past week we have a lot to be thankful for. 
The Athletics Carnival on Tuesday went very well. We were provided 
with perfect weather. The students all competed well, but I am even 
more thankful for the way in which they encouraged each other. 
 
Today we had the official opening of the new play equipment. It is 
very exciting. We are thankful for the provision of the new play 
equipment, and for the many people that have helped to make this 
possible, the many parents who helped at the working bee at the end 
of the last term, and at other times, to remove the old play equipment 
and get the site ready.  

The new play equipment was officially opened by Lachlan, our 
youngest Kindergarten student. 
 
Finally, we are also thankful to our mothers and grandmothers. We 
had a special Mother’s Day breakfast this morning, and it was great 
to see so many people there. We are appreciative of all you do. To 
all the mums and grandmas in the school community I hope you 
have a wonderful Mother’s Day. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Monday 13th May 
6:30pm P&F Meeting 
 
Tuesday 14th May 
Wednesday 15th May 
Thursday 16th May 
NAPLAN for Year 3 and Year 5 
 
Thursday 16th May 
Power FM Brekky at School 
 
Friday 17th May 
Primary class tennis for sport 
 
Saturday 18th May 
11:00am Pacific Brook 
Christian School performance 
at Muswellbrook Railway 
Station 
 
Wednesday 22nd May 
Kindergarten to Year 2 going 
to Picnic in the Park, at 
Simpson Park. 
 
Monday 3rd June 
6pm Open Evening and 
Dinner, with information about 
Middle School, Year 7, and the 
PAL class. 
 
Friday 5th July 
Last Day Term 2 
 
Monday 29th July 
First day Term 3 
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P&F News 
There will be a P & F meeting next Monday -13th May- at 6.30pm.  The meeting should only be an 
hour at the most.  We will be discussing fundraising amongst other things and we would welcome 
your ideas. 
 
Canteen News 
I am very happy to report that we have every week covered for the term so thank you so much 
Kristin, Kelly, Jess D for your help.  The canteen can only operate with help from volunteers.   
 
If you want to find out how the canteen operates or have any suggestions please call in on any 
Wednesday or ring me on 0427454820.  You will need a Working With Children Check before you 
can work there. Also, ice blocks will be OFF the menu until Term 4. 
Paula 
 
Open Evening 
On Monday, June 3rd Pacific Brook Christian School will be holding an Open Evening.  
 
At the Open Evening you will be able to find out what PBCS offers you and your children. You will 
also be able to find out about Middle School and the beginning of Year 7 in 2020. 
 
If you know anyone who is interested in the school, please let them know about the Open Evening. 
 
Play and Learn Class 
In Terms 3 and 4 Pacific Brook Christian School will again be running a PAL Class. PAL stands for 
Play and Learn. This class is for children who will be starting Kindergaten in 2020. The aims of the 
PAL class are: 

 To provide a smooth transition to school, which helps in a child’s academic and social 

development 

 To create an exciting and engaging place for children to learn and explore 

 To enable students to learn important pre literacy and pre numeracy skills 

 To introduce children to the cultural aspects of school life 

The PAL class will be run on Tuesday mornings from 9:00am to 12:30pm, starting on July 30th.  
 
The PAL class is free, and is open to any child who is starting Kindergatern next year. If your child 
attends Muswellbrook Pre School on Tuesdays, we will be able to walk your child to the Pre School 
at 12:30pm. 
 
If you know of anyone with a child starting school next year, please let them know about the PAL 
class. Please contact the school if you would like further information. 
 
150th Years of Railway Celebration 
On Saturday 18th of May Muswellbrook Railway Station will be celebrating 150 years of operation. 
As part of the celebrations there will be a variety of stalls and activities at the station from 8:00am 
to 2:00pm. 
 
Pacific Brook Christian School will be performing some songs from 11:00am. It would be great if as 
many students as possible are able to attend and be part of this performance. Students should be 
at the station by 10:45am, and they will need to wear their winter school uniform. The performance 
will be over by approximately 11:15am. 
 
Power FM Brekky 
This Thursday, May the 16th, Power FM will be broadcasting The Power Brekky from the school. 
Come along for some breakfast, grab some coffee, and be part of the show! 
 
 
 
 



Athletics Carnival 

The Athletics Carnival was held last Tuesday. There were many wonderful athletic performances 
and it was also wonderful to witness the many examples of students encouraging each other, and 
the older students supporting the younger students. 
 
Ribbons from the carnival will be presented at school shortly. Students who have performed well in 
their events will be able to travel to Zone Athletics, which is held in Newcastle early in Term 3. 
Students who are eligible to go to Zone Athletics will be informed soon. 
 
Thank you to the many parents and friends who helped at the Athletics Carnival. Events such as 
these are not possible without your support. Special congratulations go to the parents, who won the 
Parents / Students / Staff Relay. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



NAPLAN 
During next week, students across Australia in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 will take part in the NAPLAN 
(National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy) tests. These are tests should not be 
stressful, but they are designed to show what skills students have developed in literacy and 
numeracy. They will also help teachers modify and improve teaching programs to further support 
students. 
 
These tests are not marked or kept at school, but they are collected and marked centrally. Parents 
and schools will receive a report about each student towards the end of Term 3. 
 
Students will sit the following tests: 
Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) 
Writing  
Reading  
Numeracy (Maths)  
 
Students who are doing these tests should have a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast before 
each test so that they can perform as well as possible. 
 
Kindergarten   
For Science this term, Kindergarten are learning about living things and how they meet our needs. 
This week we learned about the needs of plants. We have planted some marigold flowers, which 
will (hopefully) show signs of growth soon. This week in Maths we started learning how to read 
o'clock time. You could quiz us at home when you have some spare time! 

Year One/Two News 
This week in Infants class we have had a great and busy week. This term we are reading about The 
Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton. 
 
We all had lots of fun at the athletics carnival. Thank you to all who came and cheered on the 
children. It made for a very fun day.  
 
Happy Mother's Day to all the Mum's and all who are like Mums to other people's children. We hope 
you have a wonderful day celebrating this Sunday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Awards 
 
Kindergarten 
Brayden  Excellent work in Literacy. 
Eliza   Great subtraction work in Maths. 
Gurnoor  Great work in his spelling booklet this week. 
Jade   Great subtraction work in Maths. 
 
Year One and Two 
Aby  For working well during science and completing all of her work 
R  Completing all of her work in science 
 
Year 3 to Year 6 
Holly  Great participation during group work in history. 
Summer Her fluent reading 
Declan Successfully completing 10 levels on Reading Eggspress 
W  Successfully completing 10 levels on Reading Eggspress 
Orlando Great work during history  
Cooper Great work in Patterns and Algebra 
Rory  Successfully completing 10 levels on Reading Eggspress 
 
Congratulations also to Tekoa who earned her pen licence this week! 
 
 
Please do not bring egg, nut or seafood products into Pacific Brook Christian School  

   

Anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening condition where sufferers are susceptible to severe 
allergic reaction to certain foods and other things in the environment. Since the safety of the children 
in our care is of the upmost importance, Pacific Brook Christian School aims to be an egg, nut and 
seafood free school. As such, please do not send any foods to school containing these items. Please 
see the website for more information about alternatives to popular foods and recipes.  
 
Thank you for your assistance in helping keep all our students healthy and safe. 
 
Community Events 

 
 


