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Newsletter Friday 24th May 2019  
In Friday Devotions this term we have been looking at some of the 
parables that Jesus told. This week we looked at the parable of the 
two builders (Matthew 7:24-27). 
 
This parable is about how we all have a foundation to our lives – the 
foundation being what we put our hope and trust in. We could put 
our hope in money, in security, in family, in being popular. Most of 
these things are not bad, but they are temporary. When the storms 
of life come these things may not last. If our life is built on any of 
these temporary things, what happens when the foundation doesn’t 
last? 
 
What are we building our life on? We are called to build our life on 
Jesus. Following Jesus doesn’t mean the storms of life won’t come, 
but it does mean that the foundations of our life are firm and secure. 
 
Open Evening 
On Monday, June 3rd Pacific Brook Christian School will be holding 
an Open Evening. The Open Evening will begin at 6pm, and a pizza 
dinner will be provided. At 7pm the presentation part of the evening 
will begin. 
 
At the Open Evening you will be able to find out what PBCS offers 
you and your children. You will also be able to find out about Middle 
School and the beginning of Year 7 in 2020. 
 
Many of the students will be performing during the Open Evening, 
and we would like as many students to be able to attend as possible. 
 
Child minding will be available. The Open Evening will finish at 8pm.  
 
If you know anyone who is interested in the school, please let them 
know about the Open Evening. 
 
Play and Learn Class 
In Terms 3 and 4 Pacific Brook Christian School will again be running 
a PAL Class. PAL stands for Play and Learn. This class is for 
children who will be starting Kindergarten in 2020. The aims of the 
PAL class are: 

 To provide a smooth transition to school, which helps in a child’s 

academic and social development 

 To create an exciting and engaging place for children to learn 

and explore 

 To enable students to learn important pre literacy and pre 

numeracy skills 

 To introduce children to the cultural aspects of school life 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Monday 27th May 
Bengalla Mine Tour for Year 5 
 
Monday 3rd June 
10:45am K-2 excursion to 
Muswellbrook Post Office 
 
Monday 3rd June 
6pm Open Evening and 
Dinner, with information about 
Middle School, Year 7, and the 
PAL class. 
 
Friday 7th June 
Tennis for Primary students  
 
Thursday 13th June 
Science Engineering Day for 
Year 5 and 6 
 
Tuesday 25th June 
11am Cross Country Carnival 
 
Friday 28th June 
Tennis for Primary students  
 
Friday 5th July 
ICAS Competition entries due 
Last Day Term 2 
 
Monday 29th July 
First day Term 3 
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The PAL class will be run on Tuesday mornings from 9:00am to 12:30pm, starting on July 30th.  
 
The PAL class is free, and is open to any child who is starting Kindergarten next year.  
If your child attends Muswellbrook Pre School on Tuesdays, we will be able to walk your child to the 
Pre School at 12:30pm. 
 
If you know of anyone with a child starting school next year, please let them know about the PAL 
class. Please contact the school if you would like further information. 
 
Primary Excursion 
Last week a note was sent home about the overnight excursion for the Primary class. We will be 
going to Camp Elim, near Forster, on the mid north coast of NSW. The students will be able to 
participate in a number of outdoor activities, as well as further develop their skills in Geography and 
Science. The excursion will occur from November 19th to 22nd. 
 
To help in the planning for this excursion, we would like to know how many students will be attending. 
We have asked parents of Year 3 to Year 6 parents to return the slip attached to the note sent home 
indicating if your child will be attending. We also request that if your child is attending this excursion 
that you pay a $50 deposit to the school. This amount will be deducted from the final amount of the 
excursion. 
 
If you pay by direct deposit into the school bank account, please mark the deposit as “excursion” so 
that it does not get confused with school fees. Alternatively, you can email Janet Swalwell (who 
looks after the school’s bank account) a remittance of the transfer. Janet’s email is 
jswalwell@pacifichills.net. If you have any questions about this excursion, please contact David 
O’Hara. 
 
ICAS Competitions 
Pacific Brook Christian School is offering students the chance to take part in the ICAS competitions. 
The ICAS competitions are run by the University of NSW and are internationally recognised 
competitions held in a number of subjects. They are for students in Year 2 or older (some 
competitions begin in Year 3). They are based on the curricula for each grade level, and require 
students to “demonstrate a deeper, thorough and integrated level of learning.” 
 
The competitions are done online, and, if they are entered, students will complete them in school 
during Term 3. There are competitions in English, Maths, Science, Writing, Spelling and Digital 
Technologies.  
 
There is a cost for the competitions. Each subject competition costs $14.50 per student. Each 
student that enters will receive a certificate, and students who do well in the competitions may earn 
an award certificate. 
 
Further information can be found at https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-
assessments/products/icas-assessments/ 
 
If you would like to enter your child in one or more of the competitions please email 
school@pacificbrook.nsw.edu.au stating which competitions you would like your child to do. You 
can also speak to Mr O’Hara at school. The entry fee will need to be paid before the end of Term 2. 
This can be done by direct deposit to the school account at: 
 
BSB: 302973  
Account: 0360043 
 
Please label your deposit “ICAS competition” with your child’s name. 
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Kindergarten   
Kindergarten have been progressing well in their 
reading. Next week, we will begin home readers! More 
information will be sent home on Monday. For Maths 
this week, we have been exploring Volume and 
Capacity. We had fun digging around in the sand pile 
and filling our containers at the bubblers.  
 
Year One/Two News 
The students in Infants class have had a very busy but 
fun filled week. The students performed very well at 
the picnic in the park and have had a lot of fun learning 
how to role play in Drama sessions.  
This week we had a great time acting out Hattie and 
the Fox by Mem Fox and have also been practising the story of the Gingerbread Man. This has been 
a lot of fun and the students are having a great time acting out the different parts.  
 
On Thursdays and Fridays in Infants we do a lot of group work, we rotate four times throughout our 
sessions and are working really well together during these times.  
 
We look forward to another fun filled week and pray that you all have a blessed weekend. 
 
Primary News 
The Primary class is continuing their investigation of materials and their 
properties. This week they learnt about conductivity and insulation, and 
designed insulation to prevent hot drinks losing their heat. They also learnt 
about the importance of having a control group during experiments. 
 
Also this week, the Primary class has continued to learn about fractions, 
decimals and percentages and how they relate to each other during Maths.  
 
Awards 
 
Kindergarten  
Arna   Demonstrating good understanding of Music concepts. 
Eliza   Completing her first hundreds chart and always doing her best work. 
Ethan   A good improvement in his handwriting. 
Harrison  Great work in reading groups. 
Sienna  Always taking great care in her work. 
 
Year One and Two 
Oliver  For being a kind and welcoming friend 
R  For completing all of her work during science 
 
Year 3 to Year 6 
Archie  Great tennis skills, great work in Reading 
Brooklyn Creative narrative writing, great work in comprehension 
Kevin  For working well during History, completing all of his work. 
Annabelle For being a thoughtful and kind friend to everyone she encounters.  
Jacob  For always trying his very best in History and Creative Arts, terrific work in fractions 
  and decimals. 
Brock  Working well in Japanese. 
 



Please do not bring egg, nut or seafood products into Pacific Brook Christian School  

   

Anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening condition where sufferers are susceptible to severe 
allergic reaction to certain foods and other things in the environment. Since the safety of the children 
in our care is of the upmost importance, Pacific Brook Christian School aims to be an egg, nut and 
seafood free school. As such, please do not send any foods to school containing these items. Please 
see the website for more information about alternatives to popular foods and recipes.  
 
Thank you for your assistance in helping keep all our students healthy and safe. 
 
 
 


