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Newsletter Friday 29th November 2019  
In staff Devotions this week the staff watched part of the movie The 
Mission, with Robert de Niro and Jeremy Irons. It is set in 18th 
century South America. 
 
Rodrigo Mendoza (Robert de Niro) is a mercenary and slave trader. 
He made his living capturing and enslaving the indigenous people 
and selling them to nearby plantations. He is rich and powerful, but 
makes some terrible decisions, and comes to regret them.  
 
He then confesses his sins to Father Gabriel (Jeremy Irons). He 
feels he must really suffer for his sins, so he doesn't accept anything 
but the harshest of penances—carrying his armor and his weapons 
through the thick jungle, and up the waterfalls and mountain toward 
the very people he once captured and enslaved.  
 
Amazingly, when he got to the top of the waterfalls the Guarani 
people he had previously enslaved cut the rope, freeing him from 
everything he had been dragging.  
 
Mendoza is only released from his burden by those he had wronged 
the most. 
 
We have all wronged God many times, but there is nothing we can 
do to earn God’s forgiveness. He sets us free from guilt and sin, 
freely! We are free from sin, from guilt, from condemnation, all 
because of what his Son Jesus did when he died and rose. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Events: 
 
Monday 2nd December 
Swimming Carnival 
 
Thursday 5th December 
6:00pm School Disco 
 
Friday 6th December 
6pm Presentation Evening 
Last day Term 4 and 2019 
School Year 
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2020 Term Dates and Change of School Hours 
The term dates for the 2020 school year are: 
Term 1   January 29th to April 9th 
Term 2  April 28th to July 3rd 
Term 3  July 27th to September 25th 
Term 4  October 13th to December 4th  
 
From the start of next year the school’s operating hours will change. The new school hours 
will be from 8:50am to 3:10pm. 
 
The main reason for this change to provide sufficient time for Year 7 to complete the required hours 
for each course of study throughout the year. It will also provide students in Kindergarten to Year 6 
extra time to continue to progress in their learning. All students will finish at 3:10pm from next year. 
 
The bus companies have been informed and all students who catch the bus will still be able to do 
so. 
 
Last Day of School and Presentation Evening 
The 6th of December is the last day of the school for the 2019 school year. School will be held for 
normal school hours, 8:50am to 2:50pm, on this day. 
 
The Presentation Evening will begin at 6pm, in Brookside Baptist Church, on Sydney St. Students 
will need to be at the church by 5:30pm. During the first part of the Presentation Evening the students 
will perform the musical Jonah, which they have been practising for. The second part of the evening 
will be the presentation of awards and shields. Reports will be handed out at Presentation Evening. 
 
The evening will finish between 8:00pm and 8:30pm. Supper will be provided. I hope you are able 
to attend this important event in the school calendar, and celebrate the achievements of the students 
over the course of this year. 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday in this coming week all the students and most of the staff will be 
travelling to Brookside Baptist Church for rehearsals of the musical which will be performed at the 
Presentation Evening. We will be catching the bus to the church at 9am and will return to school for 
lunch. 
 
Swimming Carnival 
On Monday December 2nd the school will be holding the Swimming Carnival. This will be held at 
Muswellbrook Pool. The carnival will start at 11am and finish at 2:00pm. The carnival will be taking 
place in the outdoor pools. There will be a range of events catering for students of all ages and 
swimming ability. 
 
We will be catching a bus to and from the pool. Students will need their swimmers, goggles (if they 
use goggles), a towel and a plastic bag. All items, and their school uniform, should have the student’s 
name in case they get misplaced. Students should also bring their lunch, a water bottle and a hat 
for the day. The school will be providing sunscreen, other students are free to use their own if they 
wish. 
 
Disco 
On the evening of December 5th we will be holding the end of year disco. This will start at 6pm, and 
finish at 8pm. There will be an entry cost of $5 per family. Drinks and slices of pizza will be for sale. 
 
At the disco we will also be congratulating the Year 6 students who have completed their Primary 
School education. 



 
PAL graduation 
Both PAL classes graduated this week! The students enjoyed teddy bear themed activities during 
their morning, and were very excited to have their parents join them later for a teddy bear picnic. 
They then officially finished the program with a graduation ceremony. Thank you so much to all of 
the parents for your support. 

 
Year 3 to 6 News 
This has been an awesome term. Our camp 
to Forster last week was a highlight of course, 
but in amongst all the learning (and 
assessments!), there have been other fun – 
and educational at the same time – activities 
going on.  
 
As you know, the boys in 3-6 have been 
involved in a school paving project over the 
last few weeks. They worked during their 
recess and lunchtimes, regardless of how hot 
it was, with a dedication and commitment 
seen rarely even amongst the most seasoned 
tradesmen. We are very impressed with 
these young boys and for what they have 
achieved and we invite you to inspect the new 
pathway when you next get the chance. If you 
are the proud owner of one of these boys they 
deserve a big treat and a big thank you.  

 



 
The girls had opportunities to make lots of goodies to eat, and this week we made Chocolate 
Crackles. 
 
This week (and next week) will be featuring some Christmas craft fun, in amongst a swimming 
carnival, and final preparations for our Jonah play. 
 
Here is a story that Declan wrote about the camp from the perspective of his shoes. Enjoy! 
 
Our camp to Forster 
Day 1 
Hi! I’m Declan’s shoes. I went to camp with Declan. I have a white sole and I am a high-tops pair of 
shoes. Declan smells, he wears me all the time. When we got there a bird pooped on him, I laughed. 
He got unpacked and took me off and put other shoes on… traitor! When they got back, Declan had 
a shower and put me back on. We had a bit of play and dinner was good. Then we played games 
and went to bed. Levi wouldn’t be quiet but we finally went to sleep.  
 
Day 2  
Levi woke Declan up then woke me up from my beauty sleep. Then Declan put me on. After a while, 
we did archery and Declan hit a bullseye. I was so proud. We did a team obstacle course. It was 
hard. Then we had lunch. Also, we went to One Mile Beach. Then we had dinner and a shower. 
Declan took me to theatre sports. It was fun. When we had to go to bed everyone was talking and 
kept kicking me under the bed. Naughty. 
 
Day 3 
We woke up and then had breakfast. Declan took me to the giant swing. It was scary. So was the 
adventure tower. Coming up was lunch, then canoeing. Declan didn’t take me canoeing but when 
Declan came back he was crying so it must have been scary. Then we had dinner at Hogs Breath. 
We did bowling too and Riley beat me but I came 2nd. Laser tag was the best. I CAME 1ST!!!  We 
went home and went to bed.  
 
Day 4  
The next morning, we tidied, packed and went home. 
 
Awards  
 
Kindergarten 
Arna   Great work playing 'shop' when learning about money and excellent progress in her 
  addition fluency. 
Brayden  His enthusiasm when learning about homophones. 
Elizabeth  Great work playing 'shop' when learning about money. 
Jade   Great progress in home reading. 
Phoenix  Excellent progress in her addition fluency. 
 
Year One and Two 
Charlette  For great work doing a tricky Patterns and Algebra maths worksheet  
Aby   For great work doing a tricky Patterns and Algebra maths worksheet  
Amelia For great work doing a reading card completely independently 
Livia  For very quick mastery of using combinations of ten knowledge to assist in addition  

For an excellent start to reading cards  
For being an enthusiastic learner  

Kenzie  For conscientious completion of close sentences  
India  For good work in whole number  
Annabell  For great work in counting money  
Kayla   For good work in reading groups  
April   For good work in reading groups  
R  For working hard in all subjects  
Calen   For excellent work in maths  



Liliaana  For great presentation of news 
Ranvir  For growing in confidence and determination when doing cloze sentence  
  comprehension  
 
Year Three to Six 
Chloe  Great effort and enthusiasm in Japanese 
Bella D Great reading of Japanese script 
Declan Great reading of Japanese script 
 
Please do not bring egg, nut or seafood products into Pacific Brook Christian School  

   

Anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening condition where sufferers are susceptible to severe 
allergic reaction to certain foods and other things in the environment. Since the safety of the children 
in our care is of the upmost importance, Pacific Brook Christian School aims to be an egg, nut and 
seafood free school. As such, please do not send any foods to school containing these items. Please 
see the website for more information about alternatives to popular foods and recipes.  
 
Thank you for your assistance in helping keep all our students healthy and safe. 
 

Term 4 Calendar 
This calendar show some of the events coming up this term. There may be other events that come 
up that are not shown on this calendar. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 1 
14th-18th 
October 

 First Day 
Term 4 
 

   

Week 2 
21st-25th 
October 

   Grandfriends 
Day 

Swimming 
Scheme 
Celebration of 
Strings 
(Sunday 27th) 

Week 3 
28th October-
1st November 

Chess 
Competition in 
Singleton 
P&F Meeting 

   Swimming 
Scheme 

Week 4 
4th-8th 
November 

    Swimming 
Scheme 

Week 5 
11th-15th 
November 

   TAG Quest 
Year 7 
Information 
Evening 

Swimming 
Scheme 

Week 6 
18th-22nd 
November 

 Primary 
School 
Excursion 

Primary 
School 
Excursion 

Primary 
School 
Excursion 

Primary 
School 
Excursion 

Week 7 
25th-29th 
November 

 PAL 
Graduation 

PAL 
Graduation 

  

Week 8 
2nd-6th 
December 

Swimming 
Carnival 

Rehearsal at 
Brookside 
Baptist 
Church 

Rehearsal at 
Brookside 
Baptist 
Church 

School Disco Presentation 
Evening 
Last day of 
Term 4 

 


